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Title:  Capturing the Reader’s Eye with an Effective Headline

Overview & Rationale:  

When looking at the front page of a newspaper, the reader’s eye may first wander to an interesting photograph. When that same reader wants to know more about that photograph, he or she will next look for the headline to the article. Many times if that headline isn’t captivating enough, the reader will not even give the content of the article a chance. With this in mind, headlines need to be concise, powerful, and effective.

Goals for Understanding:

Students will be able to:

· Recognize a good headline

· Recognize a bad headline

· Understand the value of a story in order to write the headline

· Compare and contrast other reporter’s headlines

· Write his/her own effective headline for a variety of stories

Essential Question(s):

· What are the components of an effective headline?

Critical Engagement Questions:

· How does the copy editor get the full understanding of the story in order to write an effective headline?

· How does any member of the staff recognize a misleading or inaccurate headline?

Activities:


Activity One (45 minutes)

· The teacher will lead a mini-lesson on the essential skills to effective headline writing as shown in Tim Harrower’s The Newspaper Designer’s Handbook.  
· In class, the teacher will hand out a “headline critique” worksheet to every student in the room. (see attachment for the worksheet)
· The teacher will then proceed to put a transparency, containing a small news article and its headline, onto the overhead projector.
· The students, silently and on their own, will then take approximately two minutes to read the article. They will then complete the critique sheet concerning the headline they viewed. (They may make comments on the use of accuracy, style, conciseness, or possibly even conventions.)
· The teacher will do this same routine with four other types of articles. (For example: a feature articles, reviews, sports articles, or even editorials)
· When the students are finished writing their critique sheets for each headline, the teacher will then assist the students in a mini-discussion concerning each headline they viewed.  
Activity Two (45 minutes)

· Before starting the actual group activity, the teacher will use the overhead to show examples of good and bad headlines. Allow a mini-discussion to take place after each headline is shown to the students discussing the issues that were presented the day before.
· In class, the teacher will break the students up into groups of five, and each group will be given a blank piece of paper.
· After the discussion, the teacher will place a total of four articles on an overhead, without headlines. 
· Each group will be responsible for reading each article, discussing the article, and writing an effective headline for each of the four stories. 
· Once this task is completed, each group will send one person up to the chalkboard to write the headline they chose for each story. 
· The class will end by discussing the pros and cons pertaining to all of the headlines that were chosen from each group.
Assessment:

· Homework practicing the art of writing effective headlines

· Participation within groups

· Writing effective headlines on an upcoming quiz
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